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House of Burgess: Cruz, Trump- 
free state voting guide 


Republican moderates left scrambling 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


Indiana has open primaries. You just have to be registered and bring a valid 
photo ID. When you arrive, you will be asked which party’s ballot you want. 


This is where it will get tricky. 


This entire Republican race has been bananas, and Indiana’s time in the 
spotlight has been no exception. On Wednesday in Indianapolis alone, 


Bobby Knight appeared on stage with Donald Trump, and Texas Sen. Ted 


Cruz named Carly Fiorina as his running mate, despite the fact that it’s 


impossible for him to secure the needed delegates. 


(The day before at the Hoosier Gym Community Center in Knightstown, 


Cruz called a basketball rim a “basketball ring.” Ouch.) 


Republicans require 1,237 delegates to win the nomination. Trump has 996, 
Cruz has 565, Florida Sen. Marco Rubio (who has already dropped out) has 
171 and Ohio Gov. John Kasich has 153. We have 57 GOP delegates at stake 


here in Indiana. 


On the Democratic side, here is the pledged delegate count, minus the 712 
super-delegates who can change their minds: Former Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton, 1,644; and independent Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders, 
1,316. Needed to win: 2,382. Indiana has 83 Democratic delegates and nine 


super-delegates at stake. 


Starting Aug. 12, 2015, I have published nearly two dozen columns totaling 
around 15,000 words to date about these primary contests. I have watched 
and written about all 21 Republican and Democratic debates. According to 
Vox, those of us who have seen every second of every debate have heard 
these candidates talk for more than 44 hours straight. In all that time, if I 
somehow did not communicate the idea that entrusting Cruz or Trump with 
the nuclear launch codes would be a mistake, then I apologize for being 


unclear. 


But, who are the rest of us left with? Here’s your remaining options, in 


alphabetical order by last name: 


CLINTON 


Republicans, you need to look yourselves in the mirror and ask why you 
hate the Clintons so much. What is it? Is it just reflexive? Hillary is the 
biggest hawk left in the race. I’ve always thought Bill or Hillary would have 


made fine moderate Republicans. 
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Remember, this is the team who helped popularize the term “triangulation,’ 
which involves adopting some of your opponents’ points before they can use 
them against you. This makes for inconsistent positions, but in some ways 
consistency is overrated. Sure, it’s nice to see dependable, unwavering 
stances, but at least they’re able to absorb new information and change 
accordingly — even if that new information is just shifting opinion poll 
numbers. (See Hillary’s same-sex marriage stance through the years, for 


example.) You could do much worse than voting for Hillary. 


KASICH 


If you insist on voting Republican, this is the only choice left. And he’s 


written you off, Indiana. 


First, Kasich canceled his Indiana events, ceding the state to Cruz so he 


could focus on Oregon and New Mexico in an effort to stop Trump. Then, 


Kasich said he never told Hoosiers not to vote for him. Finally, Cruz 
declared there was no alliance. This is a truly pathetic move from Kasich, 
someone looking to swoop in and secure the nomination by, what? 
Sacrificing a state that’s right next door to the state he’s been the governor 


of since 2010? (The only state he’s won.) 


If he was going to make a deal, he should have done it long ago. Vote for 


him if you want. He doesn’t care, apparently. 


SANDERS 


The deck was, and continues to be, stacked against Sanders. The 
Democratic super-delegate system, the timing of the primaries and 
caucuses and national news coverage all worked against him. I’m glad 
Democratic National Committee Chairwoman Debbie Wasserman Schultz 
came around and added additional debates to the purposefully confusing, 


anemic schedule. It was the least she could do. 


You’ve heard what Bernie has to say by now. Does it make sense to you? 
Fither way is fine. Just know: Your vote, or lack thereof, could hand Clinton 


the Democratic nomination or see Sanders fight another day. 


FINAL THOUGHT 


We are basically deciding the election today. Good luck to all of us! 


Rob Burgess, Tribune night editor, may be reached by calling 765-454- 
8577, via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 
twitter.com/robaburg. 


